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6 CMAA webpage: http://www.cmaa.gov.kh/; Facebook: Cambodian Mina Action Authority  

The Phnom Penh Post: https://www.phnompenhpost.com/opinion/mine-clearance-pandemic
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Report on survey of Cambodian migrant 
workers who returned from Thailand to 
Cambodia at the time of the COVID-19 

pandemic 
 
 
Introduction  
The Covid-19 pandemic is impacting everyone’s lives to a 
different degree around the world. In March 2020, tens of 
thousands of Cambodians who had previously migrated to 
Thailand for work flocked back to Cambodia.  
 
At a request from DFAT to understand the percentage of 
returnees that will be involved in agriculture and other 
activities to support their living while they are back in 
Cambodia, the CMAA designed a questionnaire, organized 
a survey, and trained MAPU staff to collect data. Trained 
MAPU staff from the Clearing for Results Phase IV (CfRIV) 
target provinces (Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and 
Pailin) carried out the survey in the villages where the 
interviewees live.  
 
A total of 320 migrant workers were interviewed and 53% 
(170) are women. The number of interviewees from each 
of the three provinces is relatively equal, and most of them 
are from CfRIV target villages.  
 
43% (138) of the interviewees are heads of their families 
and 57% (182) are family members in the following age 
groups: age 18-30: 163 persons (51%), age 31-40: 111 
persons (35%), and age 41 and above: 46 persons (14%).  
 

 
 
The survey work took about two weeks to complete, from 
late June to early July 2020. The following details the 
results from the survey:  
 
How long have they been working in Thailand?  
The interview data shows that 31.5% (101) worked in 
Thailand less than one year, 24% (76) worked in Thailand 
between 1 to 2 years, 13% (42) worked in Thailand 
between 3 to 4 years, and 31.5% (101) worked in Thailand 
for over 4 years.  
 
In what sector did they work when in Thailand?  
40% (129) were agriculture workers, 26% (83) were 
construction workers, 15% (47) were factory workers, 6% 

(19) worked in casinos, 5% (15) worked as cleaners, and 8% 
(27) worked in other sectors (including as sales assistants, 
restaurant workers, etc.) in Thailand before they returned 
to Cambodia.  
 
Will they go back to Thailand when the border reopens?   
100% (320) said they earned more money in Thailand than 
would if they stayed and worked in Cambodia. 87% (279) 
said they would go back to Thailand when the border is 
reopened, and 13% (41) said they would not go back to 
Thailand. Reasons for returning included that they make 
more money in Thailand (152), there is a lack of jobs in 
Cambodia (73), and they did not believe farming could fully 
support their families (47). 48 interviewees did not 
mention any reasons.  
 

 
 
What are they doing presently in Cambodia?  
After their return from Thailand to Cambodia, 25% (79) are 
working on their agricultural land, 15% (49) are selling their 
labor in agriculture, 5% (16) are selling their labor outside 
of agriculture, and 55% (176) are still in search for 
employment.  
 
How many received land cleared of mines?  
84% (270) said they did not receive land cleared from 
landmines before, with 16% (50) saying they had received 
land cleared from landmines before.  
 
How many do not have agricultural land?  
64% (204) said they do not have agricultural land in their 
villages, with 36% (116) saying that they have agricultural 
land in their villages. Notably, only 1.5% (5) said their 
agricultural land is contaminated with landmines.  
 
Are they aware of mine risk in their village?   
61% (194) said they know mine risk is present in their 
village and 39% (126) said they do not know.  
 
 
 
Contact person: 
For more details on the survey, please contact:  
H.E. Prom Serei Audom, CfRIV Project Manager 
Mobile: 092-456 778 
Email: audom@cmaa.gov.kh  







 





 




